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Pay Attention to Risk!

• Risk makes people poor;

• Risk keeps people poor;

• FTF strategies for increased productivity assume 

access to finance, adoption of technology and the 

willingness and ability to take on risk;

• Inclusive Ag-led growth requires increasing the 

participation of the rural poor—requires them to 

overcome their (appropriate) aversion to risk.
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 Improved agronomic practices, 

such as conservation agriculture;

Water-use efficiency and 

irrigation;

 Drought resistant varieties;

 Improved forecasting;

Grain storage, seed banks;

Strong value chain relationships.

 Savings; 

 Informal 

coping 

strategies.

Risk Management Framework

Adapted from Nora Ferm, USAID

Insurance



I4 Learning Agenda for Index Insurance

• Eight pilots in a range of contexts;

• Testing applications for both value proposition and 

social protection agendas; 

• Risk transfer—not a “zero sum game”, but crowds-in 

access to finance, technology adoption and self 

investment by shifting the risk profile of households.  

• How can elements of risk management framework 

leverage and reinforce each other?

http://i4.ucdavis.edu/

http://i4.ucdavis.edu/

