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Ag. Biotech and Public Communication 

• Agricultural biotechnology, particularly crop genetic 
engineering, is often misunderstood hence it is 
controversial 

• There are well-resourced opposition groups and 
organized campaigns against agricultural 
biotechnology/crop genetic engineering 

• These challenges have to be collectively addressed 
by ABSPII project partners with the support of the 
national institutions and stakeholders 

• Strategic, science-based communication is vital 



 

Challenges 
Bt Brinjal/Eggplant in India – An Example 

Anti-biotech 

groups 

 



 

Highlights of Recent Events (India) 

 

• 2010 
– Minister for Environment and Forests decides to impose moratorium on Bt 

brinjal in February 2010 and defer commercial release pending further tests 
 

– The Prime Minister intervenes and the Planning Commission requests the Six National 
Science Academies to examine the scientific rigor in assessment of GM crops 
 

– Environment Minister constitutes a 19 member Expert Committee to examine the 
comments of Greenpeace supported entities 
• Examined the biosafety data and issues raised by various stakeholders 
• Concluded that the benefits of Bt eggplant event EE-1 developed by Mahyco far 

outweigh the perceived and projected risks. 
• The matter is currently pending to be considered by the Expert committee – It will 

again be referred to GEAC thereafter with the recommendations of the Expert 
Committee 
 

– Final Decision awaited 
 

• Anti-biotech-NGO-led litigation to create road blocks for the public sector to 
commercialize technologies relevant for resource poor farmers 



 

Anti Bt Eggplant Campaign - Philippines 
Launched in July, 2010 - new Government, newly enacted 

Organic Agriculture Act 



 

Challenges 
Bt Talong/Eggplant in the Philippines – Another Example 

Anti-biotech 

groups 



 

Challenges Misinformation from NGOs; 

Resolutions opposing field trials 



 

Challenges Legal Action from NGOs 

Court case opposing field trials 

SC order to stop GMO testing sought 

By Dennis Carcamo Home Updated April 

26, 2012 10:15 AM  

MANILA, Philippines –  

 

Environmental group Greenpeace today 

asked the Supreme Court to stop the 

genetically-modified organism field trials in 

the country. 

 

Greenpeace, together with other private 

petitioners including former Senator 

Orlando Mercado, Puerto Princesa Edward 

Hagedorn and Bayan Muna partylist Rep. 

Teddy Casino, filed before the SC a 

petition for writ of Kalikasan and writ of 

continuing mandamus. 



 

ABSP II Product-Driven 
Communication Strategy 

The Bio-Engineered Product Life Cycle
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Government policy makers 

Government regulators 

Scientists 

Journalists 

Producers 

Consumers 

Seed sector 



 

Legally Mandated Public Consultation Activities at Various 
Stages of Bt Eggplant Research and Development – 

the Philippine Case  

Contained Trial: BL2 GH 

Confined Field Trial 

Multi-location Confined 

Field Trials 

No Public 

Consultation 

Required 

Public Information 

Sheets and 

Comment Period 

DOST- 

Biosafety Committee 

Dept. of Agriculture - 

Bureau of Plant Industry 

No Public 

Consultation 

Required 

Propagation 

Papers of National 

Circulation and 

Comment Period 



 

ABSP II Communication and Outreach 
-Focus on Bt Eggplant- 

• Understanding and monitoring of public awareness, 
knowledge and opinion 
– Media monitoring and analysis 

– Survey of Public Perception and Attitudes on Biotech Eggplant 
From Field Trial Sites 

• Capacity building in understanding and communicating 
biotechnology 
– Technology update visits for policy makers, farmer leaders, media, 

scientists and partners 

– Training-Workshop on Biosafety Regulations and Risk 
Communication for Researchers and Collaborators of Bt Eggplant 
Project 

 



 

ABSP II Communication and Outreach 
-Focus on Bt Eggplant- 

• Development and targeted dissemination of 
communication messages and materials on crop 
biotechnology to various stakeholder groups 
– Development/updating of info resource kit 

– Print Media 

– Broadcast media 

• Increasing awareness of ABSP II and Bt eggplant 
R&D activities 
– Seminars, briefings on Bt Eggplant project to Local Govts. and 

communities in trial sites 

– Study visit and exhibitsExhibits 

– Website and Newsletter 

 



 

Media Monitoring – Bt Eggplant Articles 
National Dailies, Community Newspapers, Online News 
April 2010-March 2012 (Philippines) 



 

Media Monitoring – Bt Eggplant Articles 
National Dailies Only 
April 2010-March 2012 (Philippines) 



 

Media Monitoring – Bt Eggplant Articles 
Community Newspapers Only 
April 2010-March 2012 (Philippines) 



 

Media Monitoring – Bt Eggplant Articles 
Online News Only 
April 2010-March 2012 (Philippines) 



 

Media Monitoring – Bt Eggplant Articles 
National Dailies, Community Newspapers, Online News 
April 2010-March 2012 (Philippines) 

Total coverage – national papers, comm. papers, online news Community papers 

Online News National papers 



 

Farmers’ Perception 
(Pangasinan survey) 

 72% believe that biotech products can help improve Philippine 
agriculture 

 93% believe that biotech can benefits small-scale farmers 

 22% have knowledge about Bt eggplant technology 

 50% are still skeptical of the claimed benefits of Bt eggplant; 58% 
believe the technology has an advantage over conventional 
varieties 

 Motivating factors to plant Bt eggplant 

 Higher yield (67%) 

 Low production cost (33%) 

 Reduced pesticide use (25%) 

 Safe as food (8%) 

 71% of farmers who have no knowledge about Bt eggplant 
expressed willingness to plant Bt eggplant 



 

Capacity Building in Communicating 
Biotechnology 

Communication Workshops: Enhancing Skills 

in Addressing Issues About Bt Eggplant 

National Regulators 

Multi-location Trial Partners 



 

1st ASFARNET Mindanao Agri-biotech 

Farmers Conference 

Cagayan De Oro City, PHILIPPINES 

28 Apr 2011 

In-country Outreach Initiatives 
for Capacity Building 

Seminar on Creating 

Awareness, Knowledge and 

Understanding of Biotech 

Crops 

Pangasinan, PHILIPPINES 

10 Feb 2011 

Seminar on Understanding the Science, 

Safety & Benefits of Biotech Crops 

Camarines Sur, PHILIPPINES 

22-23 Jun 2011 



 

Regional Media workshop 

• Co-organized with ABSP II, 
SEAMEO SEARCA, SEAMEO 
BIOTROP, IndoBIC, in collaboration 
with CroplLife Asia. 

• 27 media practitioners and  key 
stakeholders in the Southeast 
Asian region (Indonesia, Cambodia, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Thailand and Vietnam  

• Topics focused on food security, 
basics of biotechnology, and 
biotech reporting from various 
experts. 

STATUS, IMPACTS AND FUTURE PROSPECTS OF AGRI-BIOTECHNOLOGY IN A 

CHANGING CLIMATE: A REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR MEDIA PRACTITIONERS 

Jakarta, Indonesia, 20-22 July 2011 



 

FAQs on Bt eggplant  

 

 *Translated into local dialects : Tagalog, 

Ilonggo, Bisaya, Ilokano, Bikolano 

Development and targeted dissemination of 
communication messages and materials 



 

BiotechToons  

 

Development and targeted dissemination of 
communication messages and materials 



 

Development and targeted dissemination of 
communication messages and materials 

- South Asia - 

• ABSPII South Asia has developed a press kit which comprises brochure, fact sheets and 
development milestones for Bt eggplant etc.  

 

• Multi-lingual CD Rom FSBR eggplant based outreach material has been developed and 
translated into Hindi, Tamil, Kannada, Marathi and Bangla to be used for training extension 
personnel and to orient farmers on best cropping practices. 

 

• A video featuring Prof. P Balasubramanian of TNAU, principal investigator of FSBR Eggplant 
project in TNAU, providing the scientific facts and explaining the benefits of the technology 
has been produced and made available for the general public.  
 

• ABSP II stalls were put up during the USAID America Week in Chittagong, Bangladesh and The 
International Conference on Plant Biotechnology for Food Security organized by the Society 
for Plant Biochemistry and Biotechnology in India.  
 

• ABSP II FAQ leaflets were distributed among farmers attending the Farmers Day Meet 
organized at the university campus. 



 

Increasing Awareness 

Increasing Awareness 
ABSP II newsletter, media releases, online news 



 

Media interviews/Briefings 



 

Media Responses 



 

Media Responses 



 

Press releases/Articles 



 

Philippine Star News Item and Cartoon 
May 1, 2012 

Science Community Defending Bt Eggplant 

MANILA, Philippines - Top Filipino scientists have urged the Supreme Court (SC) to junk a petition filed by 
environmental groups against the field testing of genetically modified (GMO) eggplant in the country. 
Emil Javier, president of the National Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) and former president of the 
University of the Philippines, said “Bacillusthuringiensis (Bt) eggplant is potentially the best environmentally friendly 
technology for eggplant production.” 
Javier asked the high court not to act hastily but also consider the scientific side regarding the petition for the writ 
of kalikasan and writ of continuing mandamus filed by a group of non-government organizations (NGOs) against the 

field trials. 

Eggplant war: Scientists defend GMO  
By Helen Flores (The Philippine Star) Updated May 01, 2012 12:00 AM       
 

http://www.philstar.com/ArticleFeedback.aspx?articleId=802444
http://www.philstar.com/ArticleListByAuthorName.aspx?AuthorName=By+Helen+Flores


 

Outreach to Local Governments 
and Policymakers 

Pangasinan 

Leyte 



 

Outreach to Local Stakeholders 
Davao City field trial site visit 

Local Legislator 

NGO 



 

Cotabato Council and USM Community Briefing 
January 12-13, 2011 



 

Farmer Field Days 
Rahamatpur & Jessore, Bangladesh 



 

Farmer Field Day - Bangladesh 

Dr. Dil Afroza, 

addressing the 

farmers during the 

field days 



 

• Do much more than the minimum legally 

required, and do it early 

 

• Make effective and extensive use of local 

knowledge and contacts, particularly the scientific 

community, organized farmer groups and farmer 

leaders, local leaders, and the media 

 

• Build confidence among the public/various 

stakeholders on modern agricultural 

biotechnologies 

 

• Learn to mobilize political support 

 

A key lesson: Never be complacent; do much 
more; network; partner; and collaborate 

A Key Lesson 



 

• Continuously monitor public understanding, knowledge, and opinion, with 

particular attention to issues raised against biotechnology.  In short, always 

keep ears very close to the ground. 

 

• Situate communication efforts within a broader context that may include socio-

political, scientific and related issues to which the public relates to. Focus on 

public values more than on information itself. These values could include high 

trust in science and regulations, credibility, freedom of choice 

 

• Identify and nurture key publics and champions from different stakeholder 

groups (policy makers, scientists, academics, regulators, media and farmers) 

who are well-informed, have high credibility in the community and are willing to 

advance the cause of the technology among their peers 

 

• Invest in capacity building in science communication, media relations, public 

engagement, science popularization, and media development and production 

 

• Strengthen availability and access to information.  

Other Lessons Learned 



 

Epilogue 
Philippine Star Editorial Cartoon 

May 18, 2012 



 

www.absp2.cornell.edu 
   www.absp2.net 
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